
April Fools' Day 

It is a notable day celebrated in many countries on April 1. The day is marked by the 

commission of hoaxes and other practical jokes of varying sophistication on friends and 

neighbours, the aim of which is to embarrass the people easily persuaded to believe 

something. In some countries, April Fools' jokes are only made before midday. It is 

widely celebrated on the Internet. 

The origins of April Fools' Day are still a mystery, though the most popular theory 

states it originated in a change to the French calendar in 1564. That was when the 

beginning of the Gallic year was changed from the end of March to the beginning of 

January. So the New Year's presents which had been the feature of the 1st of April 

became associated with the first day of January, and those who disliked about the 

change were fair game for those wits who amused themselves by sending false presents 

and paying calls of pretended ceremony on the 1st of April. 

In Great Britain, it was apparently not until the beginning of the 18th century that the 

making of April-fools was a common custom. In France the person fooled is known as 

''poisson d'avril''. This has been explained from the association of ideas arising from the 

fact that in April the sun quits the zodiacal sign of the fish. A far more natural 

explanation would seem to be that the April fish would be a young fish and therefore 

easily caught. The French traditionally celebrated this holiday by placing a dead fish on 

the back of friends. Today the fish is substituted by a paper cut out. 

 

Many media organizations have propagated hoaxes on April Fools' Day. Even normally 

serious news media consider April Fools' Day hoaxes fair game and spotting them has 

become an annual pastime. A number of serious journals would publish hoax articles in 

their April volumes.  

 

Some of the best April Fools' hoaxes (adapted from The Independent) 

The Swiss spaghetti harvest  

In 1957 the BBC news show a programme 

reporting that farmers in the Swiss canton of 

Ticino were enjoying a bumper spaghetti 

harvest. The clipped BBC voiceover states 

benevolently: "Spaghetti cultivation here in 

Switzerland isn't carried out on a scale 

similar to the huge spaghetti plantations of 

Italy, but is a more domestic industry". The 

story was so convincing that hundreds 

phoned into the BBC either to query it or to 

ask how to grow their own spaghetti trees.  

Click here to watch it: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27ugSKW4-QQ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27ugSKW4-QQ


Left-handed (*) whopper  

Burger King launched a marketing campaign for its 'Left-handed whopper' on April 1 

1998. A press release sent out at the time estimated that nearly 11 million left-handed 

customers visited the fast food outlet in the UK each 

year. A spokesperson from the Left Handed Club is 

quoted as saying: "We are delighted that Burger 

King has recognised the difficulties of holding a 

hamburger in your left hand that has a natural right 

bias to it. We urge all left handed hamburger lovers 

to visit their nearest Burger King and taste the 

difference for themselves."  

(*) using or done with the left hand 

Flying penguins 

Ex-Monty Python Terry Jones wanders starry-eyed over ice and penguin covered hills, 

saying: "This recently discovered species of penguins is unlike any other. They don't 

need to huddle together in the winter against the cold. These little fellows can do 

something no other penguins can...it's amazing!" At which point the penguins launch 

themselves elegantly into the skies "to fly thousands of miles to the South American 

tropics". This BBC hoax was broadcast on April 1 2008, with plenty of viewers and 

several well-known newspapers falling for the joke. 

Click here to watch it: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dfWzp7rYR4&feature=player_embedded 

Tales of Nessie  

Loch Ness and its mythical monster have provided 

a wealth of material for hoaxers. In 1972 a team of 

zoologists from Yorkshire's Flamingo Park Zoo 

had gone out in search of the legendary monster 

and soon discovered a large body floating in the 

water. They retrieved the corpse, which reportedly 

measured between 16 and 18 feet and weighed up 

to 1.5 tonnes. The creature was put in a van to be 

taken away for testing, whereupon police chased 

them down and took the cadaver under an act of 

parliament which prohibits the removal of "unidentified creatures" from Loch Ness. The 

case attracted worldwide attention, with the press reporting the discovery of the "son of 

Nessie." But it was later revealed that Flamingo Park's education officer John Shields 

was responsible for setting up his colleagues in an elaborate hoax. He had shaved off 

the whiskers and disfigured a bull elephant seal which had died the week before, and 

dumped it in Loch Ness to dupe them. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dfWzp7rYR4&feature=player_embedded


Typographer's idyl  

On April 1 1977 The Guardian published a seven-page 

supplement on the semi colon-shaped islands of San Serriffe, 

situated somewhere in the Indian Ocean. The two main 

islands were named Upper Caisse and Lower Caisse and the 

editorial was littered with other puns and plays on words 

relating to typography. The islands were used for subsequent 

hoaxes in 1978, 1980 and 1999 and they often turn up in the 

paper's cryptic crossword. 

You say Pinana...  

Last year Waitrose supermarket announced it was stocking an 

exotic new fruit: the Pinana, a hybrid combination of a 

pineapple and a banana. The advert read: "Fresh in today and 

exclusive to Waitrose. If you find that all Waitrose pinanas have 

sold out, don't worry, there's 50% off our essential Waitrose 

strawberries." 

 

Natural blonde  

Stuffy global agencies aren't known for their jokes. Which 

made it all the more believable in April 2002 when the World 

Health Organization released a report claiming that natural 

blondes were likely to be extinct within 200 years. It said that 

due to the proliferation of dyed blondes and a genetic weakness, 

the last natural blonde would probably be born in 2202. The 

study was revealed to be a hoax and the WHO denied conducting 

the research. 


