
School years 

The table below describes the most common patterns for schooling in the state sector in England. In most 

cases progression from one year group to another is based purely on chronological age, although it is 

possible in some circumstances for a student to repeat or skip a year.  

Age  Year Curriculum Stage Schools 

3 Nursery 

Foundation Stage 

Nursery School 

4 Reception 

Infant School 

Primary 

School 

First 

School 

5 Year 1 

Key Stage 1 

6 Year 2 

7 Year 3 

Key Stage 2 Junior School 

8 Year 4 

9 Year 5 

Middle 

School 

10 Year 6 

11 
Year 7 (First 

Form) 

Key Stage 3 

Senior School 

Secondary 

School 

with Sixth 

Form 

12 
Year 8 (Second 

Form) 

13 
Year 9 (Third 

Form) 

Upper 

School  

or 

High 

School 

14 
Year 10 (Fourth 

Form) Key Stage 4  

/ GCSE, etc. 
15 

Year 11 (Fifth 

Form) 

16 
Year 12 (Lower 

Sixth) 
Sixth Form / A Level, 

International Baccalaureate, 

Cambridge Pre-U, etc. 

College/Sixth 

Form 
17 

Year 13 (Upper 

Sixth) 

Higher education 

Students normally enter university from age 18 onwards (1), and study 

for an academic degree. 

Historically, all undergraduate education was largely state-financed. 

There is a distinct hierarchy among universities. The state does not 

control university syllabuses, but it does influence admission 

procedures.  

The typical first degree offered at English universities is the bachelor's degree, and usually lasts 

for three years. Many institutions now offer an undergraduate master's degree as a first degree, 

which typically lasts for four years. During a first degree students are known as undergraduates. 

Some universities offer a vocationally based foundation degree, typically two years in length for 

those students who hope to continue on to a first degree but wish to remain in employment. 

(1) Onwards: forward in time.  
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