
VOICED AND VOICELESS (UNVOICED) SOUNDS 
  

A voiced sound comes from the throat. 
 
An unvoiced sound is made by air coming 
from the mouth. 
 
If you put your finger on your throat and 
practice saying /g/ and /k/, you can feel the 
vibration in your throat when you say /g/, so 
this consonant is voiced. 
 
All the vowels and diphthongs are voiced 

 

 
 

Here is a list of some voiced 

consonants. Pronounce each consonant 

sound (not the letter) and feel the 

vibration of your vocal chords.  

Pronounce each of these unvoiced 

consonant sounds and feel NO 

vibration in your throat.  

b p 

d t 

g k 

v f 

th (as in then) 

l 

r 

z 

j (as in Jane)  

s 

sh 

ch 

th (as in thing)  

 

Be careful! Some Consonants Voiced, but are Voiceless  
When consonants are put in groups they can change the voiced or voiceless quality 

of the consonant that follows. A great example of this is the past simple form of 

regular verbs. Remember that regular verbs add -ed to the end of the verb in the 

past simple. (live-lived, work-worked…) 

These past simple verbs all end in '-ed'. However, some of the verbs are 

pronounced with a voiceless 't' sound and some are pronounced with the voiced 'd' 
sound. Rules:  

1. A voiceless consonant sound (p, k, sh, etc.)+ -ed =-ed sounds as a voiceless 't'. 

Remember that the 'e' is silent. Ex: worked 

2. A voiced consonant sound (d, b, v, etc.) + -ed = -ed sounds as a voiced 'd'. 

Remember that the 'e' is silent. Ex: lived 

3. If -ed is preceded by a vowel sound (often 'ay') -ed sounds as a voiced 'd' 
because vowels are always voiced. Remember that the 'e' is silent. Ex: played 

Exception: If -ed is preceded by 't' pronounce a voiced -id. In this case, the 'e' is 

pronounced. Ex: wanted 
 

VIBRATION = voiced sound 


