
Wedding vocabulary 

 
get married 

When people fall in love 
and stay in love, they 
eventually decide that it's 
a good idea to get 
married. 

 

 

bride  

The woman who gets 
married is called a 
"bride." She often 
wears a wedding 
dress.   

groom  

The man who gets 
married is called a 
"groom." The groom often 
wears a tuxedo or a suit.  

 

the maid of honor  

Is a woman selected 
by the bride to assist in 
the wedding ceremony 
and help the bride.   

the best man 

The best man is a man 
selected by the groom to 
assist in the wedding 
ceremony and help the 
groom. 

 

bridesmaids  
maids of honour 
The women who stand 
up in support of the 
bride are the 
bridesmaids 

 

Bridesmaids wear 
matching dresses, but 
their dresses look 
different from the wedding 
dress worn by the bride.   

groomsmen  

The men who stand up 
at a wedding in support 
of the groom are the 
groomsmen.   

tuxedo  

The suit, the best man, 
and the other men 
standing up at the 
wedding (the groomsmen) 
wear a tuxedo.  

wedding party  

The wedding party 
consists of the bride, 
the groom, the 
bridesmaids and the 
groomsmen.  

 

wedding ring  

A wedding ring or 
wedding band is placed 
on the finger of the bride 
and the groom.  

cold feet  

Before the wedding 
ceremony begins, 
sometimes the bride or 
the groom begins to 
have second thoughts 
about getting married. 
In this case, we say the 
person has "cold feet."  

 

  



After the wedding 

reception  

A reception is a party 
that follows the wedding.   

champagne  

Champagne is served 
at the reception. A 
toast is made to the 
future happiness of the 
newlywed couple. A 
toast is a short speech 

 

wedding cake  

A wedding cake is 
served during the 
reception. 

 

dancing  

There's often a lot of 
dancing during the 
reception. The bride 
and the groom dance 
together, and the 
wedding guests also 
dance. 

 

wedding bouquet  

It's a tradition for the the 
bride to throw a bouquet 
over her shoulder 
towards unmarried 
women. Whoever 
catches the bouquet 
increases her chances 
of being the next woman 
to get married. 

 

just married  

When the groom and 
the bride leave the 
wedding ceremony, 
they drive off together 
as a "just married" 
couple.  

 

Newlywed(s)  

People who have just 
married are referred to 
as "newlyweds."  

   

Ring bearer 

 A boy/girl at a wedding 
that holds the wedding 
rings 

 

 

 

WEDDINGS 

el marido  husband 

la esposa  wife 

casado married 

soltero single 

divorciado divorced 

prometerse to get engaged, to become engaged 



el compromiso (action) 

el noviazgo (period) 
the engagement  

el anillo de compromiso, el anillo de 

pedido 
an engagement ring 

casarse (con alguien) to get married (to someone) 

divorciarse to get divorced 

proponerle matrimonio a alguien to propose to someone 

Le propuso matrimonio. 

Le pidió que se casara con él. 
He proposed to her. 

los novios the bride and groom 

un paje page 

un traje de chaqué morning dress 

una chistera, un sombrero de copa a top hat 

el ajuar  trousseau 

la dote  dowry  

entregarle a alguien en matrimonio 

Su padre fue el padrino de la boda. 
to give someone away 

Her father gave her away. 

la iglesia  church 

casarse por la iglesia to have a church wedding 

casarse de blanco to have a white wedding 

el juzgado  registry office  

casarse por lo civil  to have a registry-office wedding 

un testigo a witness  

la recepción  reception 

una invitación  an invitation 

un invitado, una invitada a guest  

el banquete nupcial wedding party 

la marcha nupcial  wedding march  



la noche de bodas  wedding night 

una propuesta matrimonial 

una propuesta de matrimonio 
a wedding proposal  

una lista de boda a wedding list 

un regalo de boda a wedding present  

la luna de miel, el viaje de novios the honeymoon 

Se fueron a Inglaterra de viaje de 

novios/ de luna de miel 
They went to England on their honeymoon. 

la pareja de recién casados the honeymoon couple 

el confeti confetti 

un aniversario de boda a wedding anniversary 

una despedida de soltera a hen party 

una despedida de soltero a stag party 

EXPRESSIONS 

Me huele a boda. I can hear wedding bells. 

Han roto su compromiso. They have broken off their engagement. 

Siempre la segundona. Always the bridesmaid, never the bride. 

Se casaron de penalty. They had a shotgun wedding. 
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