
PRESENT PERFECT OR PAST SIMPLE? 

PRESENT PERFECT 
We normally use the present 

perfect when: 

PAST SIMPLE 
We normally use the past simple 

when: 
We are thinking about the past 
and the present: I’ve broken my 

arm so I can’t do the Maths exam. 
Molly has bought a ticket for the 

concert tonight. (=Molly has a ticket 

and plans to go to the concert 

tonight.) 

We are thinking about the past 
but not the present: I broke my 

arm when I was riding my bike. 
Robert bought two tickets for last 

week’s concert and he went with his 
friend Jim  
(Robert went to the concert with Jim 
last week) 

We are not interested in when 
this action happened, but we 

are interested in the result 
now: The police have closed the 

motorway (= You can’t use the 

motorway now) 
I’ve finished all my homework (so I 

don’t have to do it now) 

We are interested in when this 
action happened: I lost my keys 

yesterday (and I couldn’t open the 

front door). 

I did my homework last night. 
 

We can also use the present 

perfect to: 

We use the past simple 

Talk about experiences over a 

time that started in the past 
and continues until now, but 

we don’t say when: JK Rowking 
has written seven Harry Potter 

books (=She may write more.) 
I’ve never been to Japan (until now, 

but I may go in the future) 

When these experiences 

happened over a time in the 
past:  

JRR Tolkien wrote the Lord of the 
Rings (=Tolkien’s dead so he won’t 

write more.) 
When I was in Asia, I didn’t go to 

Japan. (=I’m not in Asia now) 

To give news: 
Rafa Nadal has won again. I’ve had 

my hair cut. 
Remember if we ask questions 

about a time that started in the 
past and continues into the 

present, we use the present 
perfect: 

How long have you lived here? 
I’ve lived here for 3 years. (=I’m 

interested in a time period that 
started in the past and continues until 

now.) 

How many matches have you 

played this week? (= I’m interested 

in a time period that started in the 

past and continues until now.) 

To add more details to his news: 
He beat Roger Federer. (not has 

beaten). 
I went to that new hairdresser’s. 

We use the past simple to ask 
questions about a time in the past: 

When did you move here? 
May 2012 (=I’m interested in a 

particular date in the past. 
What time did the match start? 
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